
 

 E X PE R I E N C E  Y O UR  AM E R I C A™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 

 

 
Historic Landscapes 

 
The Valley Forge area was largely forested prior to the arrival of European settlers and 
was progressively cleared through the m id-1700s for agriculture. A bout 30%  of the area 
was wooded when the C ontinental A rm y arrived in Decem ber 1777. During the 
encam pm ent, to establish and sustain the cam p, every tree within several m iles of the 
area was cut and used for hut construction and earthworks or burned as fuel. R em oval 
of the trees also provided clear defensive views of the river and surrounding area. A  few 
trees m anaged to escape this devastation and still survive today. O ne, called the 
“L afayette Sycam ore”, is over 350 years old and was alive when William  Penn first 
landed in Philadelphia in 1682. 
 
In 1893, the C om m onwealth of Pennsylvania established Valley Forge State Park. 
During the early 1900s the C om m onwealth reforested som e areas of the park. Wayne’s 
Woods, where you are now standing, was planted in 1927 with white pines, red oaks, 
elm s and white ash seedlings. Today, the park is again about 30%  forested. 
 
M any of the types of trees that were present here historically can still be found in the 
park, such as oak, hickory, tulip polar, elm , ash, m aple, and dogwood trees. O thers are 
m issing. The dom inant tree species in the forest during the tim e of the encam pm ent was 
the A m erican chestnut, m any growing over 100 feet tall. In the early 1900s, this tree was 
attacked by a fungus that killed alm ost every A m erican chestnut in the Eastern U nited 
States by 1950. Today, park staff are working toward healthy forests through 
m anagem ent of disease, browsing, and exotic plant species. 
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